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Orphir & Stenness Church 

Communion Service 16.01.22; Epiphany 2C 

Transcript 

Welcome and Intimations 
Good morning.  Welcome to our worship. 

Wherever you have come from today, whether you come here regularly, or occasionally, 

your presence enriches us in this time of celebration together. 

 

Today we read the well-known story of the wedding at Cana in Galilee, where Jesus turned the 

water into wine, and we celebrate Holy Communion.   

 
As we begin our service, let us take a few moments to feel the worries and stress of the last 

week slip away, and open ourselves to the presence of God among us. 

 

Pause 

 

Gathering prayer: 
Creator God, 

at a wedding in Cana, you turned the ordinary into the extraordinary. 

We come to you, ready for you to turn our ordinariness 

into something extraordinary for you today.  Amen. 

 

Call to Worship 
Arise, shine; for your light has come, 

and the glory of the Lord has risen upon you.  (Isaiah 60: 1) 

 

Let us worship God: 

 

Hymn: 200 Christ is made the sure foundation 

 
Scripture Sentence 

I was glad when they said to me, 

    ‘Let us go to the house of the Lord! (Ps 122) 

 

PRAYER: 

Let us pray: 
 

In the beginning there was the Word. 

The Word was with God, and the Word was God.  Before time began, God was. 

An infinity of ages and universes are in his keeping, 

yet we believe that God is not infinitely remote from us, 

that we are not indistinguishable grains of dust in his sight, 
but real people, whose names and lives he knows and values, 

sharing in our loneliness and our misgivings, 

in our happiness and our despair. 

Yet we know that we have not grown to our full stature or capacity; 

we have broken the promises we made, and fallen short of what we should have been. 

We need the renewing grace of God. 

 
We come now from the everyday things of life to the mystery of bread and wine. 

The table is set, and it is open to all. 

 

By the power of his love, by the power of a shared redemption and a shared joy, 

may we be united in word and sacrament that we may be renewed and invigorated. 

May we live every day in the presence and the power of Jesus Christ our Lord. 
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May his life inform and direct our lives, so that 

his service may be the purpose and meaning of all our living. 

The Lord is from everlasting to everlasting. 

The Lord is in this place.  In his name we pray.  Amen 
 

5 SCRIPTURE LESSONS: Tracy will read for us today: 

1 Corinthians 12:1-11 (NRSVA); 

Spiritual Gifts 

Now concerning spiritual gifts, brothers and sisters, I do not want you to be uninformed.  You 

know that when you were pagans, you were enticed and led astray to idols that could not speak.  

Therefore I want you to understand that no one speaking by the Spirit of God ever says ‘Let 
Jesus be cursed!’ and no one can say ‘Jesus is Lord’ except by the Holy Spirit. 

 

Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit; and there are varieties of services, but the 

same Lord; and there are varieties of activities, but it is the same God who activates all of them 

in everyone.  To each is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common good.  To one is 

given through the Spirit the utterance of wisdom, and to another the utterance of knowledge 
according to the same Spirit, to another faith by the same Spirit, to another gifts of healing by 

the one Spirit, to another the working of miracles, to another prophecy, to another the 

discernment of spirits, to another various kinds of tongues, to another the interpretation of 

tongues.  All these are activated by one and the same Spirit, who allots to each one individually 

just as the Spirit chooses. 

Amen. 
 

John 2:1-11 (NRSVA): The Wedding at Cana 

On the third day there was a wedding in Cana of Galilee, and the mother of Jesus was there. 

Jesus and his disciples had also been invited to the wedding.  When the wine gave out, the 

mother of Jesus said to him, ‘They have no wine.’  And Jesus said to her, ‘Woman, what concern 

is that to you and to me?  My hour has not yet come.’  His mother said to the servants, ‘Do 

whatever he tells you.’  Now standing there were six stone water-jars for the Jewish rites of 
purification, each holding twenty or thirty gallons. Jesus said to them, ‘Fill the jars with water.’ 

And they filled them up to the brim.  He said to them, ‘Now draw some out, and take it to the 

chief steward.’  So they took it.  When the steward tasted the water that had become wine, and 

did not know where it came from (though the servants who had drawn the water knew), the 

steward called the bridegroom and said to him, ‘Everyone serves the good wine first, and then 

the inferior wine after the guests have become drunk.  But you have kept the good wine until 
now.’  Jesus did this, the first of his signs, in Cana of Galilee, and revealed his glory; and his 

disciples believed in him. 

Amen. Thanks be to God. 

 

Hymn 336 Christ is our light 

 
Message: 

The story of the miracle at the wedding in Cana of Galilee is one of the best known and the best 

loved in the New Testament.  It seems to be a straight-forward miracle story that shows Jesus 

saving a country family from disgrace. 

 

Nowadays, a wedding is a major affair.  A few minutes on the internet told me that, in 2019, The 

Scotsman newspaper reported that the average cost of a wedding in Scotland was over £35,000.  
Figures elsewhere suggest that weddings take 12-18 months to plan.  Certain things, certain 

standards, are expected – your wedding needs to be just as good as so-and-so’s – keeping up 

with the Joneses. 

 

In Jesus’s time it was the same – maybe even worse.  The concept of honour was much more 

prominent in 1st Century Middle East than it is in Britain today.  Not having enough wine at the 
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wedding would have been more than an inconvenience or an embarrassment.  It would have 

been a disaster if the family couldn’t meet the expected standards of hospitality.  They would 

have been disgraced, and the consequences for all, not least the couple, would have been far-

reaching.  Jesus saved them from that by providing a vast quantity of wine.  Six stone water-
jars, each holding twenty or thirty gallons.  120-180 gallons - somewhere between 700 and 1100 

of our bottles - of top quality wine.  More than any wedding would possibly need.  Why? 

Is John telling us that the story is not to be taken absolutely literally? 

 

There’s something else going on here - going on between Jesus and his mother.  Our New 

Testament tells us almost nothing about Jesus’s childhood, but it can’t have been an entirely 

normal childhood, because Mary clearly expected that Jesus would be able to do something about 
the lack of wine.  Maybe she knew things about Jesus that have never been told. 

 

Here at Cana, Jesus and his disciples are an established group: guests at the wedding. 

Jesus’s mother tells him, ‘They have no wine.’ 

Jesus replies, ‘Woman, what concern is that to you and to me?  My hour has not yet come.’ 

 
But Mary seems to think it is her place to decide when his hour has come, not his, and she treats 

him almost like a sulky child who needs humouring and cajoling before he will perform. 

 

‘Do whatever he tells you’, she tells the servants.  And he certainly does perform – but only 

Mary, the servants, and the disciples know what has happened.  So why does he do it? 

 
Does this remind us that we need to get to know God, to have faith in God, before we can see his 

hand in our affairs?  Does it give false ideas to those closest to Jesus?  Does Mary think she will 

always be able to control his ministry? 

 

Do the disciples think they are on to a good thing – they have a leader who can show them a 

good time?  If they do, they are in for a shock, because the story of the cleansing of the temple 

that follows on from this chapter shows Jesus in confrontation with the religious establishment. 
 

All that comes later.  Here, at Cana, there is a revelation for the disciples: a boost to their faith.  

The power of God brought to bear in ordinary everyday things: the power of God bringing 

uncomplicated human enjoyment to a country wedding. 

 

The power of God is shown in a great many ways – not all of them comfortable.  As our reading 
from 1 Corinthians tells us, the power of God works through the Spirit in all sorts of ways, and 

doesn’t always follow our rules.  It is through looking at Jesus, and following him, that we 

perceive the power and the will of God.  All the gifts of God “are activated by one and the same 

Spirit, and allotted to each person individually just as the Spirit chooses.” 

 

Today’s readings remind us that we have all been given gifts of the Spirit.  Maybe we don’t like 
the particular gifts we have been given, or maybe we just don’t know what to do them. 

Jesus seemed to hesitate to use his gifts at the wedding in Cana.  He said it wasn’t his time yet. 

 

Maybe we are tempted to say, “My time has not yet come”.  But there is work for us to do, and, 

through the Spirit, we have been equipped to do it.  Jesus’s miracle at Cana reminds us of our 

opportunity to use the gifts we have been given to allow God’s overflowing love to come into our 

own situation.  Our worship and our service, as individuals and as a church, are founded on the 
abundant love of God that never runs out. 

 

There is something else going on here too, and theologians can find lots of symbolic 

interpretations of this story.  The story opens with the words, “On the third day.”  That inevitably 

makes us think of the story of the resurrection.  The water that Jesus turns into wine comes from 

those huge jars intended for the Jewish rites of purification, and so from the rites of purification 
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comes the flowing new wine of the kingdom.  Jesus’s miracle speaks of happiness and 

celebration, but it also hints at the banquet to which the Messiah will invite people from all over 

the world, and from throughout history, to join him at his table in heaven. 

The water from the jars offered ritual cleansing according to the Law, but the water, turned into 
wine, offers fulfilment through the generosity of God’s love.  The wine is of the very best quality, 

so, for those with eyes to see, this is the first sign that Jesus performed that hinted at his glory. 

 

Some people think that the vast quantity of wine suggests that this story was not meant to be 

taken literally.  No wedding party could drink 180 gallons of wine!  If you are one of them, if you 

have your doubts, then there are some other ways of looking at it.  The huge quantity of wine 

speaks not of the wine produced on that occasion, but of the unimaginable generosity of Jesus.  
The gifts of Jesus far exceed our needs.  The gifts that Jesus brings to men and women extend 

far beyond what any human being could possibly ask or think or understand.  Yet not all of 

Jesus’s gifts will be welcome.  “My hour has not yet come,” he tells Mary. 

Our knowledge of the gospel tells us that he is speaking about his own death, but his hearers, 

and first-time readers, would not know that. 

 
Whatever you think of this story, it has fascinated people for nearly 2000 years.  Some aspects of 

it we may never fully understand.  Some scholars tell us that what is important is not whether 

you take stories like this literally or metaphorically – but whether you take them seriously. 

 

The take-home message? 

 
John tells us not so much about things that Jesus once did in Palestine as about things that Jesus 

still does today.  The importance of this story is not that Jesus once turned some jars of water 

into wine.  What John is telling us is that when Jesus comes into a person’s life he brings new 

qualities, new meaning, new vitality, new enthusiasm, that is just like turning water into wine. 

 

John was writing about 70 years after Jesus was crucified.  For all these years he had thought, 

and remembered, and meditated, until he came to see significances that he didn’t understand at 
the time.  When John told this story he was remembering what it was like to be with Jesus, 

remembering the effect he had on the lives of other people. 

 

What this story is saying to us today, and every day is this: 

If you will put your life in the hands of Jesus Christ there will come a change in your life that will 

be like water changing into wine. 
 

The invitation is there!  An invitation to remember as we come to the Lord’s Table. 

Amen. Soli Deo Gloria. 

 

Dedication of Offering 

Let us pray: 
Gracious and loving God, 

all things belong to you, and all that we have comes from you. 

If we have gifts to bring, it is of your free mercy. 

Accept these our offerings, and grant that they may be hallowed by your blessing, and used in 

your service; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

Invitation to Communion: 
 

After a long gap, once again the table is laid before us; 

the invitation extended to the simplest of meals: 

a morsel of bread and a sip of wine – yet for us the greatest of feasts. 

For Christ is here among us, welcoming us as his people, 

greeting us as his friends, offering us lasting nourishment 



 

 

5 

 

not just for our bodies but for our souls. 

 

Bring then your hunger, your thirst, your emptiness, your barren souls, 

for you shall be filled. 
 

Bring your weakness, your faltering faith, your fragile discipleship, 

your daily betrayal of Christ, for you shall find forgiveness. 

 

Bring your fears, your doubts, your darkness, your despair, for you shall find light. 

 

Bring your pain, your mortality, your dread of death, 
your search for some lasting meaning, for you shall find life. 

 

Bring your hurt, your loneliness, your longing, for you shall find love. 

 

The table is laid, and Christ is here, waiting for you to join him, 

waiting to bless you as he has blessed his people across the ages. 
This table is open to all, for it is the Lord’s table. 

You are all invited to be yourself, and know that it is Jesus himself who invites you. 

 

Come and open your heart to the one who alone can meet its deepest needs. 

Come and rejoice in all that he has done. 

Thanks be to God.  Amen. 
 

During the next hymn, individual pieces of bread and vials of wine will be distributed.  Please 

keep them, and at the appropriate time we will eat the bread together, and drink the wine 

together. 

 

To take us into communion, let us sing: 

Hymn: 662 Jesus thou joy of loving hearts 
 

The Grace: 

The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you.  Amen. 

 

The Story of the Last Supper 

 
As the Lord Jesus, the same night in which he was betrayed, took bread, 

I take these elements of bread and wine, to be set apart from all common uses 

to this holy use and mystery; 

and as he gave thanks and blessed, let us draw near to God 

and offer him our prayers and thanksgiving. 

 
I invite you to join in the Responses.  Let us pray. 

 

Prayer of Thanksgiving & Intercession and Lord’s Prayer 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

And now we give thanks that, Son though he was, Jesus learned obedience through suffering, 

and is able to help those who are in the midst of their trial to overcome evil and grow in grace. 

Therefore, with your people of all places and times, 
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and with the whole company of heaven, we proclaim your greatness 

and sing your praise in the angels’ song: 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, 

God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is he who comes 

in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

 

We bless you for his holy birth, his perfect life on earth, 
for his suffering for us and his triumph over death; 

for his ascension to your right hand, for his gift of the Holy Spirit; 

and for the promise of his coming again. 

 

Remembering his work and passion, and pleading his eternal sacrifice, 

we follow his example and obey his command. 
who, on the night of his arrest ,took bread, 

and after giving thanks to God, broke it and said: 

‘This is my body, which is for you; 

do this in memory of me’.  

 

In the same way, he took the cup after supper, and said: 
‘This cup is the new covenant sealed by my blood. 

Whenever you drink it, do this in memory of me’. 

 

Send now your Holy Spirit to bless us and these your gifts of bread and wine, 

that the bread which we break may be for us the communion of the body of Christ, 

and the cup of blessing which we bless the communion of the blood of Christ; 

that we, receiving them, by faith may be made partakers of his body and blood, 
with all his benefits, to nourish us and help us grow in grace, 

to the glory of your most holy name. 

 

And here we offer and present to you our very selves, 

to be a living sacrifice, dedicated and fit for your acceptance; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Through him, with him, in him, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

all honour and glory are yours, 

almighty Father, now and forever.  Amen. 

 

Remember, O Lord, your holy Church throughout the world, 
and reveal your glory among the nations. 

Save your people, and bless those who belong to you; 

shepherd them and carry them for ever. 

 

Remember, O Lord, 

our families and friends, and surround them with your steadfast love. 

 
Remember those who are sick, especially at this time 

all who are in any way touched by the Coronavirus pandemic: 

those who are ill, those worry about them, care for them, 

or who work to bring this pandemic to an end. 

Be close to all who suffer pain, or loneliness, or grief, those who draw near to death, 

and those whom we name in our hearts before you now ….. 
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Pause 

 

Comfort them with your presence, sustain them by your promises, 
grant them your peace. 

 

And now, rejoicing in the communion of the saints, 

we remember with thanksgiving all your faithful servants 

and those dear to us who serve you in the glory of heaven. 

Keep us in unbroken fellowship with your whole Church in heaven and on earth, 

and bring us at the last to the joy of your eternal kingdom; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, who taught us to pray saying: 

Our Father which art in heaven, Hallowed be thy name.  

Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done in earth, as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread.  

And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.  

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil: For thine is the kingdom, and the 
power, and the glory, for ever.  Amen.  

 

Breaking of Bread  

According to the holy institution, example, and command of our Lord Jesus Christ, 

and as a memorial of him, we do this: 

who, on the night when he was betrayed, took bread, and when he had given thanks, 
he broke it and said: 

‘This is my body which is broken for you; do this in remembrance of me.’ 

 

In the same way he took the cup, saying, 

‘This cup is the new covenant, sealed by my blood. 

Whenever you drink it, do it in memory of me.’ 

 
Take, eat.  This is the body of Christ which is broken for you.  Do this, remembering him. 

 

This cup is the new covenant, sealed by Christ’s blood, 

which was shed that the sins of many might be forgiven. 

Drink from it, all of you. 

 
The Peace 

The peace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you.  Amen. 

 

Prayer after Communion: 

Let us pray. 

Here we have tasted the things of this world. 
Here we have touched the things of the next. 

Here we have seen and heard of the great mystery of our salvation. 

Here we have eaten of one loaf, and drunk of one cup,  

in that communion becoming one with you, with our brothers and sisters near and far, 

and with that great cloud of witnesses which surrounds us. 

May this precious gift which we have received be shared with all whose lives we touch, 

that our love of you, and your love in us, may shine for the salvation of the world. 
Amen. 

 

Let us conclude our worship in singing 

Hymn 557 O love that will not let me go. 

Dismissal and Blessing 

The peace of God, which is beyond all understanding, 
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will guard your hearts and your thoughts in Christ Jesus; 

and may the blessing of God Almighty, 

the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, 

be with you and abide with you always.  Amen. 
 

Doxology:(Hy. 786) 

May the God of peace go with us as we travel from this place; 

May the love of Jesus keep us firm in hope and full of grace. 


